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Open Letter: From Promise to Betrayal: Victorian Clubs’ CEO 
Confronts Tasmanian Premier Over Greyhound Racing Backflip 
 
Greyhound Clubs Victoria warns that Premier Rockliff’s decision will devastate jobs, communities, 
and the welfare of greyhounds across Tasmania. 
 

To Tasmania’s Premier Jeremy Rockliff, 

Do what you love. Pursue your passion. Commit your time, your effort, and your resources to building 

a livelihood for you and your family. Be part of a community that shares your values. Care for your 

animals and protect their well-being. 

Three weeks ago, you claimed to support that vision. Now, you have abandoned it. 

You pledged your unqualified support to all three racing codes, including greyhound racing, because 

you knew the truth. TasRacing has invested years of effort, millions of dollars, and countless hours to 

make the sport in Tasmania safer than it has ever been. You, more than anyone, should know this. As 

Tasmanian Racing Minister, you saw the reforms firsthand. You praised them. You used them to justify 

your support. So, what has changed, Premier — the facts, or your priorities? Now, just three weeks 

later, you have walked away from that commitment. Not because the facts have changed, but because 

the politics have. 

We live in a time where loud voices can spread misinformation to generate headlines. But leadership 

is not about chasing headlines. It is about standing firm in the face of pressure, defending what is right, 

and keeping your word. 

Greyhound Clubs Victoria, our thirteen affiliated Clubs, and thousands of participants in our state stand 

alongside the Tasmanian greyhound racing industry in the face of your decision. This is more than a 

shift in policy. It is a direct attack on the livelihoods of hundreds of Tasmanians, on a community that 

has earned your support, and on the welfare of the animals at the heart of our sport. 

Greyhound racing is thriving in Victoria and across Australasia because we invest millions of dollars 

and countless hours into animal welfare, integrity, and rehoming. Retired greyhounds are becoming 

the pet of choice for thousands of Australians, proof that our industry’s commitment produces results. 

In Tasmania, the industry sustains 460 full time equivalent jobs and generates 60 million dollars 

annually. Across Australia, greyhound racing supports more than 14,500 full time equivalent jobs and 

contributes almost $2.5B to state and territory economies. These numbers represent real people, real 

families, and real communities. 

Your decision is short sighted. Its consequences will ripple far beyond Tasmania, sending the message 

that political convenience outweighs truth, commitment, and community. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Our Clubs in Victoria, together with greyhound clubs across the country, will stand shoulder to 

shoulder with our Tasmanian peers. We will fight to overturn this ill-considered decision and protect 

the future of a sport, an industry, and a passion that is part of Australia’s cultural fabric. 

Premier Rockliff, leadership is measured by the promises you keep. It is time to keep yours. 
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